
The City of Springfield, Ohio  
City Commission Special Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 – 2:00 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting via ZOOM Internet Application 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 In an effort to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus, a special virtual meeting was called to order by 
President Copeland.  Roll call was answered by Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue and Mr. Copeland.  
 
 The invocation was offered by Mr. Copeland, who then led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, members approved the minutes of the March 2, 2021, 
Legislative Meeting as presented. 
 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
 

FIRST READINGS—ORDINANCES 
 
 The following legislation was read by title only for the first time and requires presentation at a second 
regular meeting before vote on passage:  
 
074-21  Authorizing the Law Director to approve and settle a claim with Suzanne Binz for expenses 
incurred as a result of damage that occurred on her property located at 3586 Kingsgate Court on or about 
January 31, 2021; and authorizing the Director of Finance to make payment to Suzanne Binz in the amount of 
One Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($1,400.00) as full and final settlement for said damages 
 
075-21  Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Cropland Lease Agreement [2021-2025] with Raven 
Farms LLC to lease 5.0 acres at 5721 Plattsburg Road, of which 4.8 acres are tillable farm land. 
 
225-18  Authorizing the City Manager to enter into Amendment No. 1 to the Consulting Agreement with 
Urban Fast Forward, Ltd. for the Springfield Engaged Neighborhood Planning Process Development (Phase II) to 
extend the completion date to October 15, 2021. 
 
  Mrs. Chilton asked if the project has an implementation date scheduled.  Community Development 
Director Meadows explained the proposed amendment extends the completion date of the planning process for Phase II.  
Mrs. Meadows further explained staff is working with the organizations to combine the planning and implementation 
processes to complete the final document for both phases by October.  Mrs. Meadows shared details of several activities 
completed in the past year.   
 
076-21  Confirming and approving a Development Incentive Agreement (Single Family Residential 
Development) with Christopher & Lisa Saunders to provide for water services to real property outside the City 
limits. 

 
Next regular City Commission meeting:  March 30, 2021.  

 
 

SECOND READINGS—ORDINANCES 
 

 The following legislation was presented for a second time: 
 
56-21 Ordinance No. 21-82: Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Cropland Lease Agreement 
[2021-2025] with Clem Farms LTD, to lease 37.99 acres at the Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport, of which 
34.89 acres are tillable farmland, and confirming and approving services provided by Clem Farms LTD from 
December 1, 2020 to the passage of this Ordinance. 
 
 Dr. Estrop spoke on the benefits of the cropland agreements for both the maintenance of city-owned 
properties and the farmers who earn income from the land.   
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. O'Neill, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
57-21 Ordinance No. 21-83: Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Cropland Lease Agreement 
[2021-2025] with Jeremy and Taylor Renner Farm to lease approximately 579.04 acres at and near the 
Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport in Clark County, Ohio, of which 530.5 acres are tillable farm land; and 
confirming and approving services provided by Jeremy and Taylor Renner Farm from December 1, 2020 to the 
passage of this Ordinance. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
58-21 Ordinance No. 21-84: Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Cropland Lease Agreement 
[2021-2025] with Berner Farms, to lease 308.758 acres in the vicinity of the City’s Water Treatment Plant, of 
which 235.754 acres are tillable farmland, and confirming and approving services provided from January 1, 2021 
to the passage of this Ordinance. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mrs. Chilton, the ordinance was passed. 

 



Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 
 

59-21 Ordinance No. 21-85: Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Cropland Lease Agreement 
[2021-2025] with Clarks Farm Market LLC, to lease 103.889 acres in the vicinity of the City’s Water Treatment 
Plant, of which 99.159 acres are tillable farmland, and confirming and approving services provided from 
January 1, 2021 to the passage of this Ordinance. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
60-21 Ordinance No. 21-86: Authorizing the City Manager to enter into an Airport Vegetation 
Management Agreement [2021-2025] with Jeffrey A. Goodbar, to manage vegetation growth on 33.14 acres at the 
Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport, and confirming and approving services provided by Jeffrey A. Goodbar 
from December 1, 2020 to the passage of this Ordinance. 
 
 Mrs. Chilton asked how interested citizens can find information in participating in similar maintenance 
agreements.  Finance Director Beckdahl explained cropland agreement information may be obtained from the Law 
Department staff at 937-324-7351.   Service providers may contact the Purchasing Division at 937-324-7333.   
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
61-21 Ordinance No. 21-87: Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Development Incentive 
Agreement (Single Family Residential Development) with Rock Powers as Power of Attorney for Janice L. 
Powers, to provide for sewer services to real property outside the City limits. 
 
 On motion of Mrs. Chilton, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
62-21 Ordinance No. 21-88: Authorizing the purchase of one AEBI Terratrac Model TT281+ 109HP 
Tractor and one SEPPI SMWA AUS200 Mount Mulching Mower for an amount not to exceed $240,603.00, from 
Steinke Tractor Sales, Inc., through the Ohio Department of Transportation Cooperative Purchasing Program in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 5513.01(B) of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
 

EMERGENCY ORDINANCES 
 
 The following emergency legislation was presented for the first time: 
 
12-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-89: Confirming purchases and the obtaining of services for the City 
and providing for payments therefor; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Mr. O'Neill, seconded by Dr. Estrop, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
77-21 A Fiscal Officer’s Certificate was presented in connection with the proposed issue of $843,600 Sidewalk, 
Curb and Gutter S.A. Note, Series 2021 (the Note) in anticipation of the issuance of bonds (the Bonds) to pay the cost of 
construction of sidewalks, curbs, and gutters comprised in the 2021 Sidewalk, Curb & Gutter Program at various 
locations throughout the City, as follows: (1) The estimated life of the Improvements is at least five (5) years.  (2) The 
maximum maturity of the Bonds calculated in accordance with Section 133.20 of the Ohio Revised Code, is twenty (20) 
years, but because the special assessments will be payable over a period of five (5) years, and the Bonds are to be 
issued in anticipation of the collection of those special assessments, the maximum maturity of the Bonds is five (5) years. 
(3) The maximum maturity of the Notes is five years, provided that their maximum maturity is one year if the Notes are 
sold at private sale. 
 
 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-90: Providing for the issuance and sale of notes in the maximum 
aggregate principal sum of $843,600 in anticipation of the issuance of bonds to pay the cost of constructing 
sidewalks, curbs and gutters comprised in the 2021 Sidewalk, Curb and Gutter Program at various locations 
throughout the City; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 Mrs. Chilton asked for additional detail on this year’s sidewalk, curb and gutter program.   Service Director 
Moore stated the notices were sent out to property owners with sidewalks requiring repair.  Property owners may choose 
to have the work completed by their own contractor. They may also use the City’s contractor to complete the work for 
them with direct billing or assessment on their property taxes.  Owners have 30 days to begin the work following receipt 
of the notices.   
 
 On motion of Mrs. Chilton, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
 The Fiscal Officer’s Certificate was presented March 9, 2021, prior to the commencement of the City 
Commission meeting and prior to passage of the ordinance. 
 
 



78-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-91: Securing to The City of Springfield, Ohio, the benefits of the 
National Cooperative Purchasing Alliance; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Mr. Rue, seconded by Dr. Estrop, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
79-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-92: Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with The Ohio State University for fiber connection at the Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport;  
and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
244-14 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-93: Authorizing the City Manager to execute a Second Amendment 
to the Joint Use Agreement between the City and the Clark State College; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 Dr. Estrop asked for additional information on the proposed amendment.  Assistant City Manager and 
Director of Economic Development Franzen explained the agreement allows Clark State to share their hangar with Lift 
Aircraft at the airport.  Dr. Estrop congratulated Mr. Franzen and Airport Manager Timmerman for their work at the airport. 
 
 On motion of Mr. O'Neill, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
80-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-94: Authorizing the City Manager to apply for an Airport 
Improvement Program Zero Emissions Vehicle Grant through the Federal Aviation Administration to reimburse 
the City in the amount of $100,000.00 for costs related to one Electric Utility Vehicle and one Electric Sedan 
Vehicle that will be located at the Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport; authorizing the City Manager, Director 
of Finance and Law Director to perform all acts and execute all documents considered necessary to fulfill the 
City's obligations under said Grant application, and to comply with all relevant local, state and federal legal 
requirements; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
81-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-95: Authorizing the City Manager to apply for a CARES Act Airport 
Grant through the Federal Aviation Administration to reimburse the City in the amount of $23,000.00 for costs 
related to combating the spread of the COVID-19 virus at the Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport; authorizing 
the City Manager, Director of Finance and Law Director to perform all acts and execute all documents 
considered necessary to fulfill the City's obligations under said Grant application, and to comply with all 
relevant local, state and federal legal requirements; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Mr. O'Neill, seconded by Mrs. Chilton, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
82-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-96: Authorizing the acceptance of a donation from the Springfield 
Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association of a new Rescue Phone Cellular Response Console valued at 
$1,495.00; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 Police Chief Graf described the donated console as updated technology for use in crisis negotiation 
situations.   Chief Graf and commissioners thanked the Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association for their support and 
generosity.   
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
83-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-97: Authorizing the replacement of the Chiller at City Hall from 
Waibel Energy Systems, for an amount not to exceed $117,800.00, through the National Cooperative Purchasing 
Alliance (“NCPA”), pursuant to the NCPA Cooperative Program, in accordance with the provisions of Section 
9.48 of the Ohio Revised Code; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Mr. O'Neill, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
84-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-98: Authorizing the Tuckpointing Project at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant from McDaniel’s Construction Corp. Inc., for an amount not to exceed $224,080.00, through 
Sourcewell, pursuant to the Sourcewell Contract Purchasing Cooperative Program, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 9.48 of the Ohio Revised Code; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mrs. Chilton, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
85-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-99: Authorizing the acceptance of a donation from the Defense 
Logistics Agency of eight Michelin XZL tires valued at $2,517.69 each for a total value of $20,141.52; and 
declaring an emergency therein. 



 
 City Manager Heck explained the specialty tires would be used for the MRAP (Mine-Resistent Ambush 
Protected) vehicle used by the local Special Operations Team.  Two of the truck’s tires were damaged during a recent 
standoff.   Chief Graf added staff have successfully found and secured needed items at no expense.   Two of the 
specialty tires would be used on the vehicle with the others as spares.   
 
 On motion of Mr. O'Neill, seconded by Dr. Estrop, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
86-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-100:   Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with 
Kinnison Excavating, Inc. for the 2021 Miscellaneous Water Service Replacement Project Rebid for an amount 
not to exceed $1,028,460.00; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Dr. Estrop, seconded by Mr. Rue, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
44-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-101:   Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with A & 
B Asphalt Corporation for the 2021 Sidewalk, Curb and Gutter Program for an amount not to exceed $943,501.75; 
and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Mr. Rue, seconded by Dr. Estrop, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
87-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-102:   Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with A & 
B Asphalt Corporation for the 2021 PI Paving Project for an amount not to exceed $2,334,492.18; and declaring 
an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Mr. Rue, seconded by Dr. Estrop, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
 

NEW ITEM ADDED TO THE AGENDA:   EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 
 

67-21 Emergency Ordinance No. 21-103:   Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Trade Value 
Agreement with Brown Equipment Company to document and memorialize the credit for the trade-in of one 2012 
Ford F450; and declaring an emergency therein. 
 
 On motion of Mr. Rue, seconded by Dr. Estrop, the ordinance was passed. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 
                                
                                                                                            

NEW ITEM ADDED TO THE AGENDA:   RESOLUTION 
 

 The following legislation was presented for the first time: 
 
88-21 Resolution No. 6114:   Consenting to the appointment of Loren Wear to the City Planning Board. 
 
 On motion of Mrs. Chilton, seconded by Mr. Rue, the resolution was adopted. 

 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
 

COMMENTS 
 
89-20 At the request of Health Commissioner Patterson, Dr. Estrop reminded citizens to continue wearing 
masks, keeping social distances and maintaining good health habits as the pandemic continues and vaccination efforts 
make good progress. 
 
 Dr. Estrop asked City Manager Heck and Finance Director Beckdahl to give a progress report on city 
operations and finances during the pandemic.   Mr. Heck stated there are very few COVID-19 cases among staff 
members and noted more citizens are now eligible for vaccines.  Mr. Heck also announced City Hall would be fully open 
to the public beginning April 5, 2021, and the City Commission would return for in-person meetings in the City Forum 
beginning Tuesday, April 13.   Virtual options will be available for citizens.   
 
 Mr. Beckdahl stated Income Tax receipts are doing well.  As of this date, the income tax filing deadline is 
April 15, 2021.   The federal tax filing deadline could be extended, but the city filing date would only change if the State of 
Ohio changes their filing date.   
 
134-20 Mr. Heck stated the redevelopment efforts of the former Kroger property on South Limestone Street 
continue with the hope of a new grocery announcement soon.    
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 The following communications were received and filed: 
 



20-21 File-stamped copy of Ordinance No. 21-36 as filed with the Clark County Auditor.   
 
53-21 Minutes of the February 8, 2021, meeting of the National Trail Parks and Recreation District Board. 
 
72-21 Notification from the Ohio Division of Liquor Control of a request to transfer a liquor permit from Lou Ellen 
Parks, Est., and Richard Summers, Adm., dba Pleasant Corner, 801 East Pleasant Street 1st Floor, Springfield, Ohio 
45505, to Clayton L. Anderson, Pleasant Corner, dba Pleasant Corner, 801 East Pleasant Street 1st Floor, Springfield, 
Ohio 45505. 

 
 


 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Rue, seconded by Mr. O'Neill, the meeting adjourned 
into an Executive Session on Personnel at 2:37 p.m. 
 
Yeas, Mrs. Chilton, Dr. Estrop, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Rue, and Mr. Copeland.    Yeas 5, Nays 0. 

 
 
 
 
 
     

 ______________________________________________
 PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

 
 
  
 __________________________________________ 
  CLERK OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
 
 
 


